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CONPIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 6675 
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TAGS: PPOR, AO, BE, US 

SUBJECT: EC-9 DEMARCHE ON ANGOLAN MERCENARIES 

REF: (A) ROME 10866; (B) THE HAGUE 3623; (C) LONDON 10372; 

(D) BRUSSELS 6548 

1. SUMMARY; IN ABSENCE OP ANGOLAN SENIOR OPFICIALS, BELGIAN 
CHIEF OF MISSION IN LUANDA (DE ROBIANO) MADE JOINT EC-9 DE- 
MARCHE ON MERCENARIES ORALLY TO PRIVATE SECRETARY OP PRESIDENT 
NETO ON JULY 2 AND LEFT "PRIVATE LETTER" CONTAINING KEY ELE- 
MENTS OP DEMARCHE AT ANGOLAN POREIGN MINISTRY JULY 3. DE ROBIANO 
REPORTED NO ANGOLAN REACTION AS YET. END SUMMARY. 
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2. FOREIGN MINISTRY'S AFRICAN DESK OFFICER (VERKAMMEN) TOLD 
US THAT AS RESULT OF EC-9 POLITICAL DIRECTORS' DECISION, MFA 
DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS DAVIGNON SENT TELEGRAM 
TO BELGIAN CHIEF OF MISSION IN LUANDA (DE ROBIANO) INSTRUCTING 

HIM TO CONFER WITH NEWLY ARRIVED ITALIAN AMBASSADOR AND BETWEEN 
THEM DECIDE WHETHER TO GO AHEAD AND MAKE JOINT EC-9 DEMARCHE 
TO ANGOLAN GOVERNMENT URGING CLEMENCY ON HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS 
FOR ALL FOUR MERCENARIES SENTENCED TO DEATH. DE ROBIANO AND 
ITALIAN COLLEAGUE DETERMINED TO GO AHEAD WITH APPROACH AND DE 
ROBIANO WAS SELECTED TO MAKE THE ACTUAL DEMARCHE. ALL SENIOR 
ANGOLAN OFFICIALS WERE EITHER AT OAU MEETING AT PORT LOUIS 
OR OTHERWISE UNAVAILABLE. BECAUSE OF RUMORS IN LUANDA THAT 
CONVICTED MERCENARIES WERE TO BE EXECUTED JULY 3, DE ROBIANO MET 
JULY 2 WITH MOST SENIOR ANGOLAN OFFICIAL HE COULD FIND, 

ISMAEL MARTINS, PRIVATE SECRETARY TO PRESIDENT NETO, AND MADE 
EC-9 DEMARCHE ORALLY. MARTINS' ONLY RESPONSE WAS THE PROMISE 
TO FORWARD DEMARCHE TO PRESIDENT NETO AT OAU PARLEY. MARTINS 
REQUESTED DE ROBIANO TO "CONFIRM " IN WRITING ELEMENTS OF EC-9 
DEMARCHE TO SECRETARY GENERAL ALMEIDA OF FOREIGN MINISTRY. 

3. VERKAMMEN SAID DAVIGNON DID NOT LIEK IDEA OF COMMITING 
DEMARCHE TO WRITING BUT AGAIN ALLOWED DE ROBIANO LEEWAY TO MAKE 
DECISION. DE ROBIANO JUSTIFIED WRITTEN RECORD OF DEMARCHE FOR 
FOLLOWING REASONS: 

A. ANGOLAN FOREIGN OFFICE ALWAYS DEMANDS PRICE OF PAPER, 

AND 

B. BECAUSE OF RIVALRY BETWEEN FOREIGN MINISTER AND OTHER 
ELEMENTS OF ANGOLAN GOVERNMENT, IT WAS IMPORTANT TO GIVE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY SOMETHING. DE ROBIANO DRAFTED WHAT VERKAMMEN 
CALLED A "PRIVATE, PERSONAL LETTER " FROM DE ROBIANO TO FOREIGN 
MINISTRY SECRETARY GENERAL ALMEIDA CONTAINING ALL ELEMENTS OF 
ORAL DEMARCHE MADE TO MARTINS. SINCE ALMEIDA WAS STILL UNAVAIL- 
ABLE ON SATURDAY, JULY 3, DE ROBIANO LEFT LETTER THAT DAY AT 
MINISTRY IN ENVELOPE MARKED FOR ALMEIDA. VERKAMMEN WILL INFORM 
US WHEN DE ROBIANO REPORTS ANY OFFICIAL ANGOLAN REACTION TO 
DEMARCHE. 

4. VERKAMMEN SAID FOLLOWING ELEMENTS CONSTITUTED EC-9 DEMARCHE 
AND CONTAINED IN DE ROBIANO LETTER TO ALMEIDA: 

A. NINE EXPRESSED "HOPE" THAT DEATH SENTENCES OF ALL FOUR 
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MERCENARIES WOULD BE COMMUTED "FOR HUMANITARIAN REASONS 
ONLY." 

B. NINE "INSISTED FORMALLY ON THE FACT" THAT THE JOINT 
DEMARCHE COULD IN NO WAY BE CONSIDERED A COMMENT ON THE 
"WAY THE TRIAL WAS CONDUCTED." 

C. NINE'S DEMARCHE COULD IN NO WAY BE CONSIDERED A REFLEC- 
TION OF ITS VIEWS ON THE QUESTION OF MERCENARIES. 
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5. VERKAMMEN SAID THAT DE ROBIANO WAS NOT OPTIMISTIC ABOUT 
CHANCES OF SUCCESS OF INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS TO HAVE DEATH 
SENTENCES COMMUTED. DE ROBIANO VIEWED PRESIDENT NETO AS BEING 
UNDER HEAVY PRESSURE FROM ARMY TO PROCEED WITH EXECUTIONS. 
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